While Windows XP supports only migrating to Windows 7 via the Windows
Anytime Upgrade tool, Windows Vista have a choice: They can use WUA to perform a
clean install of Windows 7 and then migrate their settings and data over from
Windows Vista, or they can simply perform an in -place upgrade. This latter choice is
what most people think of when they think about "upg rades" in Windows: You run
the Setup executable for the new OS in the old OS, wait a few hours, and return to a
frankenstein -esque install of the new OS, complete with all of your old applications,
settings, and data.

If all goes wellina  such a scenario, all your applications still work. All too often,
however, in -place upgrades failed to live up to this promise in previous Windows
versions. The situation is Windows 7 is somewhat improved, more than partially
because Microsoft only supports in -place upgra des between Vista and Windows 7
(and between different Windows 7 versions, of course): Those OSes, off course,

share a common foundation, easing the process.

Migrating from Windows Vista to Windows 7

The migration process for Windows Vista is basically ide ntical to that for Windows XP
(see Part 2 of this series  for more information): You run Windows Easy Transfer on

the source (Vista -based, in this case) PC to backup your settings and data, clean
install Windows 7 on the same PC (or a different PC), and then restore your settings

on the data on the destination (Windows 7 -based) PC, again using Windows Easy
Transfer.

Upgrading in-place from Windows Vista to Windows 7

Unique to Windows Vistai s the ability to upgrade a fully functional install of that OS
to Windows 7. In such an upgrade, you will run Setup on the Windows 7 install DVD
from the Windows Vista desktop. If all goes well, when you emerge on the other side

of what is an hours  -long up grade process, you will emerge with a copy of Windows 7
that has all of your documents, settings, and applications up and running.

A few notes about this type of install. First, be sure to pay particular attention to the
Compatibility Report that appears d uring Setup (as we will see below). In fact, your
best bet is to download and run the Windows 7 Update Advisor before attempting
this upgrade. Doing so will give you an advanced look at whether you system meets

the requirements for Windows 7, and which hardware devices and software

applications might not be compatible.

Second, while the Windows 7 in -place upgrade works much better than the
equivalent process in Windows Vista, there are still issues. In fact, none of the

heavily used Windows Vista systems I've upgraded to Windows 7 have emerged

without some problems. Some of these issues are small -- like the glitches | saw in
Mozilla Firefox on one system  -- while others are quite serious: On one ThinkPad, the


http://www.winsupersite.com/win7/win7_upgrade_02.asp
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/upgrade-advisor.aspx

optical drive mysteriously disappeared after the upgrade. I'm still trying to figure
that one out.

Third, you may be surprised to discover that most of the in -place upgrade process is
virtually identical to performing a clean install of Windows 7. The big difference is

time: In my recent tests, upgrading from Windows Vista to Windows 7 can take two

to several hours, especially if you're doing so on a well -worn PC w ith lots of files. It'
surprisingly time consuming.

Still undaunted? Let's dive right in.

From within Windows Vista, insert the Windows 7 Setup DVD and choose Run from
the AutoPlay dialog.
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Choose Install Now.



Get important updates for installation

Go online to get the latest updates for installation (recommended)
Get the latest updates, such a5 security updates and hardware drivers, to help
successfully install Windows. (Your computer wall remain connected to the
Internet throughout the installation process.)

Do not get the latest updates for installation
Without these updates, installation might fasl and your computer could be more
vulnerable to secunty threats

should | get updates for installation?

¥ want to help make Windows instaliation better

What information will be sent to Microsoft?

Read our privacy statement
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Always go online to get the latest updates. Doing so will result in a better install experience.



Please read the license terms

MICROSOFT PRE-RELEASE SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 7 OPERATING SYSTEM RELEASE CANDIDATE
These license terms are an agreement between Microsoft Corporation (or based on
where you live, one of its affiliates) and you. Please read them. They apply to the pre-
release software named above, which includes the media on which you received &, if
any. The terms also apply to any Microsoft

updates,

supplements,

Internet-based services, and

support services

™ Baccept the ficense termd
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Accept the EULA (end user license agreement).



Which type of installation do you want?

Upgrade

£ Upgrade to a newer version of Windows and keep your files, settings, and programs
o v - 2 ¢
he option to upgrade 1< only avadable when an exsting version of Windows &
running. We recommend backing up your files before you proceed

programs. The option to make changes to disks and partitions is available when you
tant your computer using the mnstallation disc. We recommend backing up your files

before you proceed

Help me decide
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Choose Upgrade from the installation type screen.

At this point, an integrated version of the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor runs behind
the scenes and tests  your PC to see that it meets the Windows 7 system
requirements and that your hardware and software is compatible with the new OS.
There are a variety of issues that can come up at this phase of Setup, including
issues that may cause Setup to end premature ly. Some issues are minor. For
example, if you are upgrading from Windows Vista Ultimate, Setup will inform you
that Windows Vista Ultimate Extras have been discontinued and that these tools will
no longer be available after the upgrade.



€3 The following issues are preventing Windows from upgrading. Cancel the
upgrade, complete each task and then restart the upgrade to continue
E
« Windows needs to be restarted so necessary changes to system files can be
made before continuing.

4\ Upgrading Windows will affect the following features

* Windows Vista Ultimate Extras have been discontinued and will no longer
be available after upgrading to Windows 7.

& Upgradmg Windows will affect the following devices and/or programs:
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Compatibility Report (saved to desktop)

4\ Upgrading Windows will affect the following devices and/or programs:

These programs might not work properly after the upgrade, We
recommend uninstalling these programs before upgrading. Cancel the
upgrade, open Control Panel, and search for “uninstall 3 program”. (Note:
Programs marked as * can be safely reinstalied after the upgrade.)

LifeCam

Virtual PC 2007 SP1 *

Skype

ThinkPad EasyEject Utility
Thinkvantage System Update Service *
Microsoft SQL Server 2005
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Setup will alert you if any currently installed applications are incompatible with
Windows 7 and, in some cases, recommend reinstalling these applications after the
upgrade for best results. Other issues are more disruptive. If Vista is waiting on a
Windows Update -based reboot, for example, Setup will halt and inform you to reboot
before trying again.



Compatibility Report (saved to desktop)
€3 The following issues are preventing Windows from upgrading. Cancel the
upgrade, com e each task and then restart the upgrade to continue

e You can't upgrade 64-bit Windows to a 32-bit version of Windows. To
upgrade, obtain a 64-bit version of the installation disc, or go onlne to see
how to install Windows 7 and keep your files and settings.

made before continuing.

wil affect the following devices and/for programs:

o Windows needs to be restarted so necessary changes to system files can be

N
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Once you've passed muster with the Compatibility Report, you'll be confronted with
the familiar Install Windows phase of Setup. This works identically to the same phas
of Setup during a clean install, but with one important change. In addition to the
Copying Windows files; Gathering files, settings, and programs; Expanding Windows
files; and Installing features and updates steps, you'll see an additional step during
an in-place upgrade. It's called Transferring files, settings, and programs, and this is
the part that takes a number of hours to complete. Because of the variable length of
this part of Setup, it provides a continuous update to its progress.




Upgrading Windows...

That's all the information we need right now. Your computer will restart several times during the
upgrade.

/ Copying Windows files
Gathering files, settings, and programs (32%)

v
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Gathenng user files, settings, and programs (87990 of 586056 gathered)
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Upgrading Windows...

That's all the information we need right now. Your computer will restart several times during the
upgrade.

(’ Copying W\

4 Gathering files, se

Ngs, and programs

f/ Expanding Win

v
v
" Installing features and updates

Transferring files, settings, and programs (72%) .

Transfernng files, settings, and programs (135515 of 136813 transfesred)
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During Setu p, you PC will also reboot a number of times. When that's finally done,
you'll enter into a shortened version of the post -Setup tasks you perform during a
clean install. You're aked to input your product key (which is optional), configure
Automatic Updates , review time and date settings (which, unlike with a clean install,
should already be correct), configure a network locations (Home, Work, or Public
network), (optionally) and configure HomeGroup sharing.
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Type your Windows product key

You can find your Windows product key on a label included with the package that came with
your copy of Windows. The label might also be on your computer case. Activation pairs your
product key with your computer.

The product key looks similar to this:
PRODUCT KEY: X000 XXOOOK X000« XK« YOO

(dashes will be added automatically)

7] Automatically sctivate Windows when I'm online

What is activation?

Resd our pavacy statement







